lver Christmas garland aroun
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» Helps define people, places, and things with meaning

and clarity.

* Makes writing more interesting to read.
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Visit to the Dentist's Office

r open. The bell tinkles, with a soft but shrill ring. A wave of rubber g
iasked with cheap air freshener washes over me. Chairs are cluttered
:ntists. Clusters of magazines lie on the scratched wood of the coffee
screaming out logos and slogans. A little way forward from where I s
ptionist sits there. She seems to have been expecting me somehow, a

i and chairs.

i patients are already there. They try to avert their eyes from the clos
yors leading to the dental surgery rooms, where an ominous high pit
ng from. Occasionally, I hear a muffled thud, or yell. One by one, the r
atients name; “Baker, John!” or, “Higgins, Samantha!”
he walls are dramatic “Before/After” photos. They show yellow teeth
ns becoming brilliantly white and straight. The walls are painted a st
'r photographs of people with toothy grins beam down at me, from n
‘the years. It must be my imagination, but already I can taste the slig]
woured gloves, the cool hard metal of the examining probe, and the c
t sometimes collides with my teeth. I can feel the vinyl of the reclinin;
plastic, and also which clammy legs have a habit to stick to. In my m

f my dentist, an ideal advertisement for his clinic.

iing of high- heeled shoes from the corridor awakens me from my da:
ise quickens, and my hands sweat. I swallow the lump in my throatt
iomehow. Blood is pounding through my head, but even that cannot

s that I hear next; “Barron, Cissie, Doctor Lush will see you now.”
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g e oriy COmore 1 nave kKnowrl s 11O e rmuagd urid
gunk of my humble swamp.

A swamp, d bog, a quagmire, whatever you might
call it, my swamp is the only place | would ever consider
home. The climate ranges with the season, and the

mudpits offer a surprising level of insulation from the ek
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